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Our mission statement is to be 
the “best of breed” in both our 
home jurisdiction and in the  
business areas in which we  
concentrate.
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Cains’ first class 
reputation is based 
on both the quality 
of our lawyers 
and the service 
that we provide. 
We understand 
the commercial 
imperatives to 
which our clients 
are subject and 
strive to provide 
solutions to their 
legal problems.

As a leading independent law 
practice, we have earned a reputation 
for providing high quality legal 
services in the rapid response times 
expected by the global market.

We offer innovative legal, 
professional fiduciary and 
administration solutions, with 
excellent client service and integrity.
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Cains is an Isle of Man 
based independent 
international law and 
professional services 
group. 

Our reputation has been built through 
the sustained provision of high quality 
work to the rapid response times 
expected by the global market.

Our success also reflects a dedicated 
investment in our staff, their training 
and an IT infrastructure which enables 
us to ensure that our clients’ needs are 
met efficiently and as cost effectively 
as possible. We aim to recruit the best. 
Our lawyers have significant experience 
in international transactions and are 
experts in their chosen areas of law.

We offer specialist legal services to 
our international and domestic clients. 
We provide Isle of Man legal advice 
and regularly co-ordinate the provision 

of advice and the management of 
multi-jurisdictional transactions. Our 
lawyers work closely with metropolitan 
professional advisory firms with 
regard to company incorporations, 
transactions, restructuring and related 
corporate activities.

Our international clients include major 
banks and financial institutions and 
multi-national enterprises including 
major airlines and ship-owners, in 
addition to other public and private 
companies drawn from a wide 
cross-section of world industry and 
commerce. We also act for a select 
number of private individuals.

We provide our local international 
clients with access to senior level 
expertise, backed by the full range of 
end-to-end services they require.

Integrated services
In addition to the provision of legal 
services, Cains Fiduciaries Limited is 
our in-house administration provider, 
licensed by the Isle of Man Financial 
Supervision Commission to provide 

collective investment schemes, 
corporate and trust services. Cains 
Fiduciaries provide administration and 
accounting services to institutional, 
corporate and family office clients.

Senior personnel within the team 
include qualified corporate secretaries, 
accountants, bankers and trust 
practitioners who have many years of 
experience in the international financial 
services industry. The team aims to 
provide administration, relationship 
management and accounting services 
which are of the highest quality, and  
to do so within the rapid response 
times demanded by corporate, 
institutional and very high net worth 
private clients.

Personnel within the team work in 
close co-operation with lawyers 
from the corporate department of 
Cains to provide a seamless service, 
delivering a first class and in-depth 
understanding of the legal, regulatory 
and commercial aspects of a specific 
client transaction or in regard to a 
client’s ongoing affairs. 

We provide legal 
and professional 
services from our 
headquarters in 
the Isle of Man 
and from our 
offices in London 
and Singapore.

INTRODUCTION
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Our comprehensive 
fiduciary services 
provide an in depth 
understanding of 
the legal and 
regulatory aspects 
of a client’s 
transaction or 
ongoing affairs.

We provide legal advice in the 
corporate, litigation, property and 
private client sectors to clients 
drawn from around the globe.
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Our clients increasingly look to us to 
provide a wider range of services 
around transactions, financings and 
incorporations. As a result, Cains 
Accounting Services has grown into a 
practice in its own right alongside 
Cains Fiduciaries, providing invaluable 
support and expertise to our clients 
from across our business.

Personnel within the accounting 
team include qualified chartered and 
certified accountants who have many 
years of experience in the accountancy 
services industry. 

Focus
Cains makes great efforts to contribute 
to the success of the Isle of Man. Our 
lawyers participate at the highest level 
in both national and international policy 
initiatives and are involved in numerous 
sectoral working groups aimed at 
ensuring that the product offering of the 
Isle of Man exceeds those of other top-
tier offshore jurisdictions.

We are the only Isle of Man law firm to 
have focussed exclusively over the last 
fifteen years on international commerce. 

Our emphasis is on forging closer links 
with major international centres and, in 
particular, promoting the Isle of Man in 
emerging global economies such as India, 
Russia and China. The Isle of Man has a 
high number of companies engaged in the 
emerging markets listed in the UK. Our 
offices in London and Singapore help us to 
provide a seamless professional service to 
our international clients.

Our aim is to be the partner of choice for 
leading professional advisory firms and 
corporates in London and around the 
world. We are developing rapidly to meet 
the growing demand from our clients for 
integrated legal and professional advice.

Recognition
Cains’ ability to provide legal services of 
the highest standards to our clients was 
recognised when in April 2009, Cains 
gained the Queen’s Award for Enterprise 
in the International Trade category, the 
highest honour that can be bestowed on 
a British business.

Cains is recognised in industry guides 
such as Hemscott, as being amongst  

the top-tier law firms for AIM clients 
in terms of market capitalisation and 
profitability, and has been listed as 
the top legal adviser to FTSE AIM 100 
companies by number and market 
capitalisation.

We have also been acknowledged 
as the leading Isle of Man law firm 
in the fields of banking and financial 
services, collective investment funds, 
commercial law, litigation, commercial 
property, insurance and private 
client services, as well as having the 
most active shipping and aviation 
departments of all law firms based in 
the Isle of Man.

We are the pre-eminent provider of 
corporate legal services in the Isle of 
Man and a dominant force in the Isle of 
Man market, with a top-tier ranking in 
six practice areas. 

Cains is the exclusive Isle of Man 
Member of Lex Mundi, the world’s 
leading association of international 
law firms. It is also a member of 
TheCityUK, the 48 Group and the 
British India Business Council.

We are the only 
non-UK domiciled 
law firm ever to 
win the Queen’s 
Award for 
Enterprise in 
International Trade.

INTRODUCTION 
CONTINUED
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Lawyers at 
Cains are expert 
at handling 
international 
cross border 
legal work.

We provide our local and 
international clients with access 
to senior level expertise backed 
by the full range of end-to-end 
services they require.
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Aviation
The Isle of Man is an efficient jurisdiction 
in which to establish aircraft finance 
and leasing structures. Cains acts for 
some of the world’s leading financiers, 
airlines and aircraft manufacturers, 
and the lawyers in our aviation practice 
group are regularly involved in complex 
multi-jurisdictional aircraft financing 
and leasing transactions.

The phenomenal success of the Isle of 
Man Aircraft Registry has helped the 
Isle of Man establish itself as a focal 
point of the aviation industry. In keeping 
with the Isle of Man’s focus on excellence, 
the Aircraft Registry’s target aircraft 
are high quality private and corporate 
jets and turbine-engine helicopters.  
Our aviation practice group works 
closely with the Isle of Man Aircraft 
Registry and is heavily involved in the 
financing, registration and ownership of 
private and corporate aircraft.

Banking
Our banking practice group advises on 
matters such as the cross-jurisdictional 
structuring and the implementation of 
significant financing transactions for 
major financial institutions, including 
debt and equity issues. 

The lawyers in the banking group work 
closely with the Isle of Man Financial 
Supervision Commission and are actively 
involved in a number of finance sector 
working parties aimed at maintaining 
the Isle of Man’s position as a leading 
international finance centre.

Capital Markets
In recent years there has been an 
unprecedented growth in Isle of Man 
companies listing on key capital markets. 
In particular, the Isle of Man has become 
the most commonly used offshore 
jurisdiction for companies listing on 
the Alternative Investment Market 
(AIM) of the London Stock Exchange.

We have played a leading role in the 
listing of many Isle of Man companies 
and have been independently ranked as 
a top legal adviser to AIM companies. 
Our capital markets practice group has 
extensive experience of advising such 
companies and has been involved in 
landmark transactions including: the 
first Isle of Man limited partnership to 
list on the London Stock Exchange; the 
first “New Manx Vehicle” for corporates 
to list on the London Stock Exchange; 
and the first Isle of Man company to 
list on the Main Board of the Singapore 
Stock Exchange.

Corporate Structuring  
and Finance
Cains has extensive experience advising 
on the different types of corporate 
vehicles available in the Isle of Man, 
including traditional and new form 
public and private companies, hybrid 
companies, LLCs, limited partnerships 
and special purpose trusts. Our general 
corporate advisory practice includes the 
provision of advice on: project and asset 
finance transactions; syndicated loans 
and other domestic and international 
financing transactions; securitisation; 
corporate restructurings and 
redomiciliation; corporate governance; 
and domestic and cross-border joint 
ventures. 

Financial Services
Cains’ financial services practice 
group advises on all aspects of 
financial services. These include the 
establishment and licensing of banks and 
investment businesses in the Isle of Man 
and regulatory and compliance issues 
encountered by both Isle of Man licensed 
entities and entities which are proposing 
to do business in the Isle of Man.

Our knowledge and experience of the 
regulatory regimes in the Isle of Man 

OUR PRACTICE

We are the pre-
eminent provider 
of corporate 
legal services in 
the Isle of Man.
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Our expertise includes corporate 
restructuring, international 
commercial real estate, aviation, 
space & satellite and listings, 
the latter particularly for major 
organisations operating in BRIC 
economies and other emerging 
markets.

We act as a key 
conduit for capital  
raising via major 
financial markets, 
with a focus on 
the City of London 
where we have an 
office presence.
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and other key jurisdictions around the 
world for financial services is available 
to assist clients in the structuring and 
management of their affairs.

Insurance
Cains has considerable experience 
of advising and litigating on matters 
of Isle of Man insurance law, in 
particular: the establishment and 
authorisation of captive, life and other 
insurance companies on the Isle of 
Man; regulatory and compliance issues 
encountered by Isle of Man authorised 
insurance companies; redomiciliation 
of insurance companies both to and 
from the Isle of Man; reinsurance 
arrangements; and insurance  
portfolio transfers.

Litigation
Our litigation department is highly 
experienced and complements our 
corporate legal services offering to 
clients. It provides comprehensive 
commercial litigation and dispute 
resolution services before courts, 
arbitrators, enquiries and tribunals.

It has particular expertise in the 
co-ordination of complex multi-
jurisdictional litigation, tracing actions, 
fraud recovery and injunctions. Our 
lawyers also specialise in cases 
involving international issues, 

significant commercial and other 
civil disputes, legal and regulatory 
enforcement and investigations, 
administrative law issues and 
insolvency.

Mergers & Acquisitions
Cains’ M&A practice group advises 
both principals and financial advisers 
involved in all types of domestic and 
cross-border mergers, acquisitions 
and disposals of companies and 
businesses. We work closely with 
accountants and other professional 
advisers in take-over bids and 
management and leveraged buy-ins 
and buy-outs.

Our regular involvement in the multi-
billion dollar global takeovers and 
mergers of recent years has added a 
great depth of expertise to our existing 
knowledge and experience in relation 
to domestic transactions.

Mutual and Sovereign 
Funds
Cains is one of the largest providers 
of legal services to collective investment 
schemes in the Isle of Man. Our funds 
practice group can advise in relation 
to all aspects of fund work, including 
the establishment, listing, promotion, 
re-organisation and termination of 

mutual funds of every description and 
liaising with other specialists in different 
fields and jurisdictions, as required.

Our lawyers have particular expertise in 
connection with the establishment and 
operation of sovereign wealth funds.

Pensions and 
Employment
Our pensions and employee benefits 
group advises on every aspect of 
domestic and international 
occupational pension schemes, from 
transactional work to day-to-day 
compliance. We have also advised 
major pension providers and 
government bodies in relation to their 
respective pension provision on the Isle 
of Man. As well as pensions, the group 
offers unrivalled expertise on a wide 
range of employee share and incentive 
schemes, advising on tax, national 
insurance and regulatory issues.

Our employment law group provides 
a comprehensive service dealing 
primarily with non-contentious 
employment issues, including those 
arising from business acquisitions. 
Whether it be drafting service 
agreements, internal policies or 
advising on redundancy procedures, 
our first class team provides practical 
advice and support.

OUR PRACTICE 
CONTINUED

Our clients are 
drawn from all 
parts of business 
and finance. 
They include 
large private 
companies, 
international 
conglomerates, 
sovereign wealth 
funds, local Isle of 
Man businesses, 
intermediaries 
and institutions.



Through funds and capital flows 
invested via the Isle of Man, the Isle 
of Man plays a key role in ensuring 
that the City of London maintains 
its position as the world’s leading 
financial centre.

We promote our 
lead role as a 
key conduit for 
capital and advice 
via the world’s 
financial centres 
through ongoing 
investment 
in quality 
infrastructure, 
systems and 
staff.
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Property
Cains’ property department is committed 
to providing a comprehensive range of 
services for both commercial and 
private clients. Our strong reputation is 
based on our experienced specialists 
who are knowledgeable in all aspects 
of Isle of Man real estate. 

The status of the Isle of Man as a 
leading international offshore financial 
centre has resulted in a substantial 
number of businesses establishing in 
and relocating to the Isle of Man. This, 
in turn, has led to significant growth 
in the commercial property sector. 
Additionally, our integrated service 
is assisting an increasing number of 
international property investors in 
choosing the Isle of Man.

We focus on high quality commercial 
property; advising on all types of 
development work, site acquisitions 
and disposals, restructuring, leases, 
sales and purchases. Our clients 
include departments of government, 
developers, businesses and individual 
investors.

Private Client
The private client team advises high 
net worth clients on structuring their 
affairs, multi-jurisdictional estate 
planning and on private trusts. 
Our services include succession 
planning, preparation of wills and the 
administration of estates.

Restructuring & 
Insolvency Services
Whether it is legal advice, fiduciary or 
accounting services, our group has a 
strong reputation for restructuring and 
insolvency work and our ability to provide 
a seamless service to our clients.

Our advice is not limited to advising 
companies in financial difficulties. 
We have advised numerous property 
holding companies, financial 
institutions and other entities seeking a 
means of restructuring their business.

As such, we have the expertise and 
experience to provide counsel on a 
range of matters, including but not 
limited to:
•	 restructurings, whether solvent or 

insolvent, by means of schemes of 
arrangement;

•	 refinancings;
•	 insolvency disputes, receiverships 

and liquidations;
•	 multi-jurisdictional issues, including 

advice regarding the recovery of 
assets and debts; and

•	 regulatory and other ancillary 
contentious and non-contentious 
issues associated with the above.

Shipping and Super yachts
The Isle of Man maintains a Category 1 
British Shipping Registry and provides 
one of the world’s most respected 

offshore flags for both commercial 
shipping and super yachts. The Isle of 
Man is not regarded as a “flag of 
convenience” and is widely 
acknowledged as exercising an 
appropriate, but not excessive, level of 
regulation of its shipping industry.

Cains’ shipping practice group’s clients 
range from major international ship 
owning conglomerates, international 
ship management groups and financial 
institutions to private individuals who 
own or lease super yachts. Our lawyers 
are in regular and close contact with 
the Isle of Man Ship Registry and 
actively participate in the presentation 
of roadshows in the major international 
shipping locations, promoting the Isle 
of Man as a shipping centre.

Space and Satellite
Cains acts for some of the world’s 
leading satellite operators and launch 
companies. We advise clients in  
relation to contract negotiation, 
regulatory matters, multi-jurisdictional 
satellite financing and leasing 
transactions, procurement of satellite 
construction and launch services and 
insurance. A number of our lawyers 
have attended the International Space 
University in Strasbourg and regularly 
attend industry world summits and 
conventions.

Cains is an institutional member of the 
International Institute of Space Law.

We work for a wide 
range of overseas 
investors, including 
representing 
corporates, family 
offices and ultra 
high net worth non 
domiciles.
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OUR PRACTICE 
CONTINUED



We meet client demand for 
integrated legal and professional 
advice across corporate activities 
from our offices at Fort Anne in 
Douglas, providing all our client 
services from one first class location. We are wholly 

independent 
and therefore 
not conflicted 
in terms of 
our ability to 
promote the legal 
and regulatory 
benefits of the 
Isle of Man.
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OFFICES
Isle of Man
The Isle of Man is an established, AAA 
rated stable international centre and 
offers a highly attractive legal, 
regulatory and tax environment in 
which to conduct business. This 
facilitative environment has led to a 
dramatic expansion of local businesses 
and a number of foreign businesses, 
relocating some or all of their 
operations to the Isle of Man.

Cains Advocates, Cains Fiduciaries 
and Cains Accounting Services are 
all based under one roof at our 
headquarters office, Fort Anne in 
Douglas, allowing the firm to offer a 
seamless, high quality and professional 
service to its local and international 
clients and their advisers. 

Cains Fiduciaries has recently 
expanded its administrative services for 
institutional, corporate and family office 
clients. Cains Fiduciaries provides 
services to some 100 client groups.

Cains Accounting Services provides 
accounting services which are of the 

highest quality and does so within a 
reporting timetable pre-agreed with 
our clients.

Fort Anne’s premium client and staff 
facilities and its convenient location on 
a direct route from the airport,  
further equip Cains to meet its clients’ 
practical as well as legal and 
professional needs by making their 
stay on the Isle of Man time and cost 
effective. 

London
The Isle of Man is an important conduit 
for attracting international business 
to London. We work very much in 
partnership with City based advisers 
to provide integrated offshore and 
onshore legal services. Our office in 
the City of London assists in the  
facilitation of Isle of Man legal advice 
and solutions to the London market.

Singapore
Cains is established in Asia as a leading 
offshore legal adviser with notable 
expertise in asset finance transactions 
and capital markets work, with the  
firm being particularly successful in 
advising Asian companies and 
investment funds on flotations on 
numerous exchanges. Our Asia-Pacific 

office in the financial hub of Singapore 
allows us to advise existing clients 
from an office within the region, whilst 
providing a physical base and presence 
for further international business 
development.

THE FUTURE
Our firm and our lawyers are fully 
committed to the future development 
of the Isle of Man and to continuing to 
provide our clients with the high quality 
Isle of Man and other legal services to 
which they have become accustomed.

Our lawyers maintain close links with 
the Isle of Man Government and its 
various organisations in a consultative 
and advisory capacity, and as such, 
our interest, in common with the 
Government, is to develop and maintain 
the Isle of Man’s reputation as a  
leading financial centre.

If you would like more information on 
us, our services and the Isle of Man 
please visit our website at  
www.cains.com

Cains’ home 
jurisdiction, the Isle 
of Man, gives 
companies and 
private clients the 
assurance of a 
tried and trusted 
legal and 
regulatory regime, 
tax efficiencies and 
a reputation for 
innovation and a 
rapid response.
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Fort Anne, Douglas,
Isle of Man IM1 5PD
Tel:	 +44 1624 638300
Fax:	 +44 1624 638333
Email: law@cains.com

One Love Lane, 
London EC2V 7JN
Tel:	 +44 20 7367 0030
Fax:	 +44 20 7367 0031
Email: london@cains.com

19th Floor, 6 Battery Road
Singapore 049909
Tel: 	  +65 6307 9928
Fax:	  +65 6307 9929
Email: singapore@cains.com

Directors: A J Corlett, R V Vanderplank, J R G Walton, S F Caine, P B Clucas, M T Edwards and T M Shepherd
Cains is the trading name of Cains Advocates Limited, an incorporated legal practice in the Isle of Man with registered number 102780C.
Registered office: Fort Anne, Douglas, Isle of Man IM1 5PD

www.cains.com


